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BARBARA GRAVES-POLLER, an attorney admitted to 

practice in the courts of this state, affirms under the penalties of 

perjury:  

1. I am an Assistant Corporation Counsel in the office of 

the Corporation Counsel of the City of New York, counsel for the 

municipal respondents1 in this case. I submit this affirmation in 

response to petitioners’ motion (Mot. No. 2993) for leave to appeal 

this Court’s August 13, 2020 decision to the Court of Appeals. 

2. On September 14, 2020, the municipal respondents 

also filed a motion (Mot. No. 2962), seeking reargument or, in the 

alternative, leave to appeal the same decision.  

3. The parties thus agree, albeit for different reasons, 

that this appeal presents leave-worthy issues of public importance 

and questions regarding the scope of judicial deference to 

administrative decision-making called for under Court of Appeals 

precedent. In the event this Court grants the municipal 
                                      
1 The municipal respondents are: the New York City Department of Homeless 
Services (DHS); the New York City Human Resources Administration (HRA), 
the New York City Department of Buildings; Steven Banks, Commissioner of 
DHS and Commissioner of HRA; and Jacqueline Bray, Deputy Commissioner 
of HRA. 
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respondents leave to appeal, we have no objection to the Court 

granting leave on the entirety of the case. 
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